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Dear friendsAs you read this newsletter, we will recently have celebrated Pentecost,
when we reflect on the gift of the Holy Spirit breathing life into the
fragile, emerging community of the first Christian believers. It was the
beginning of what we call the ‘Church’. Looking back through the history
of Christianity, we see it was just the first of many moments of blessing
and renewal. Throughout the generations and across the globe the
Church has been through many seasons of change, decline and revival.
Over the last 18 months the Church in every corner of the world has
faced a common challenge. The Covid-19 pandemic has been no
respecter of borders or belief. It has revealed the fragility of the human
race and also the strength of communities to come together to support
one another. The way in which it has changed how we live is now
becoming apparent, we will not
be able to pick up where we left
off. Looking at that positively, I
believe that like the first believers
on the day of Pentecost, we are
about to experience a new
beginning.

Here are some of my observations and reflections on the challenges and
opportunities which face us. I am sure you will be able to add many
more.
 We have learned that we can and must do some things
differently.
 We have discovered things in the life of our congregations which
were not working, notably our pastoral system.
 Worship on-line makes our services accessible to a wide range of
people and is here to stay, alongside in person services.
 Our Sunday morning congregations are likely to be smaller.












Some people have moved on to new places of worship or
re-connected with ones they belonged to in the past. Some have
become frail or passed way.
People in our communities are suffering in ways not previously
seen.
Some of our church members are suffering hardship (but are
often afraid to admit it).
The number of people suffering from mental health issues is
rising and we have a part to play in helping them.
Our church finances are depleted.
Several new administrative burdens have been placed on our
church life, including those related to Safeguarding and Data
Protection.
We have all learned new skills, and we will need to learn more.
People’s understanding of religion and faith are changing rapidly
and there is less and less interest in traditional expressions of
church (but there is a great spiritual thirst).
We are largely made up of older people in a Borough with a
relatively young population. How do we make connections
across the generations?

How do we respond to this as the Methodist Church in Hackney and
Stoke Newington at this moment of ‘New Beginning’?
God bless us and lead us.
Yours Rev. Andrew

In - Person Services
Subject to the lifting of all Covid restrictions at the end of June we plan
to begin ‘in person’ services again in all our buildings from July 11th.

Circuit Celebration Service – Sunday 4th July - postponed
First a special Circuit celebration in the open air on July 4th at 11.00am,
in the grounds of St John at Hackney Church which is situated between
Mare Street and Lower Clapton Road. Full details will follow but please
make a note of the date and get your picnic chairs and blankets ready.
This will be wonderful moment of joining together, reflecting on what
has happened and to commit ourselves to the New Beginning. The
preacher will be the Chair of District, Rev Dr Jongi Zihle.

Scams – Please Beware
During lockdown there have been an increasing number of fraudulent
scams going around – via emails, WhatsApp and telephone.
Some have gone in the name of your friends and people you know –
including our ministers. They would never ask you to buy a gift card etc
by using these routes. If you are unsure, please check with the person
concerned. A good clue is to see whether the signing off is the usual way
that they do so.
In the same way, your bank would never phone you. If you get a call
from your bank, you can put the phone down, and then phone the bank
etc independently to check it out.
Another recent scam has been frightening people by saying that a
fraudulent HMRC transaction has been carried out in your name, and
you could be sent to prison. Again, this disturbing call has no truth in it.
And finally on WhatsApp – You get a message with a verification code
in it, then you get a message from one of your contacts asking for the
code. DO NOT SEND. Your friend's WhatsApp has been hacked –
now you're the target! If you share the code, the scammers will hack
your device too.
Always if you’re not sure, check out with your friend, the bank, HMRC
– whoever claims to be sending the message. Don’t be tricked into
giving money or your contact details to anyone. Stay safe.

CIRCUIT NEWS AND EVENTS
During the last year, most of our activities have taken place using Zoom. It
is possible to join Zoom using a computer, smart phone, and also an
ordinary phone.
If you would like to find out more about how to use Zoom you can either
contact Helen Cornick, or Sue Millman (who has run some training
sessions and is willing to lead more to help you out).

Virtual Coffee and Prayers
Every Wednesday at 10am we have Virtual Coffee and Prayers on Zoom.
Join us on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82977408302 or you can
phone from any telephone – dial 0203 481 5237. The meeting ID is 829
7740 8302 followed by # - then you will need to press # again. To unmute,
press *6 and to mute press *6 again.

Bible Study
We are meeting every fortnight on Wednesdays at 7pm on Zoom. Join us
on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8297748302 or you can phone from
any telephone – dial 0203 481 5237. The meeting ID is 829 7740 8302
followed by # - then you will need to press # again. To unmute, press *6
and to mute press *6 again.
Our recent Bible Studies have been led by Rev Paulo, and we have been
looking at Genesis 1 and 2. We are now beginning a new series, studying
Mark’s gospel. We will meet on 9th and 23rd June, 7th and 21st July, 4th and
18th August.

Sunday Worship
In June, we will continue to use Zoom at 11am every Sunday. In July, we
expect our churches will reopen for worship, but there will continue to be
worship shared on Zoom. Join us on Zoom for worship:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89083382040 or you can phone from any
telephone – dial 0203 481 5237. The meeting ID is 890 8338 2040
followed by # - and then you will need to press # again. To unmute, press
*6 and to mute press *6 again. The services are available on YouTube
afterwards – details are on the website.

Meetings in the Circuit
Circuit Meeting: Tuesday 6th July at 7pm
CLT Meetings: 1st June, 29th June, 20th July at 7pm

Staff Holidays
Please note that most of the Circuit Staff will be taking holiday during
the next 3 months, so it may not be possible to get responses from them
as quickly as usual. The circuit website gives details of who the main
contact is.

Safeguarding Audits
During May, the Safeguarding Officers for each of the churches have
been completing a safeguarding audit – looking at all elements of
safeguarding of children, young people and vulnerable adults. This has
included our safeguarding policy, recruitment, training, record keeping,
user groups and safeguarding concerns. As a result, you will probably be
hearing more about safeguarding in your churches. If you have any
concerns regarding the safeguarding of children, young people and
vulnerable adults, or if you believe someone is behaving in a way that
causes you concern, please speak in confidence to your church or circuit
safeguarding officer, or one of the circuit ministers.

The circuit safeguarding officer is Catherine Hogan.
The church safeguarding officers are:
Clapton (Downs Road): Catherine Hogan
Clapton Park: Okwuchi Etti-Williams
Dalston: Sarah Amarteifio
Hackney (Mare Street): Cecilia Eze
Stoke Newington: Rose Lall and Esther Adekunle

Plan for June – August 2021 all services at 11am
6th June
Morning Worship led on Zoom by Rev Andrew Letby
13th June
Morning Worship led on Zoom by Rev John Richey
20th June
Morning Worship led on Zoom by Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva
27th June
Morning Worship led on Zoom which will live stream the service from the
Methodist Conference
4th July
Circuit Service outside at St John at Hackney. Further details to follow
11th July
Clapton Downs Road: Sue Millman
Clapton Park: Rev John Sakutombo
Dalston: Rev Andrew Letby – Holy Communion
Hackney Mare Street: Fr Daniel Gerrans
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: at High Street
Stoke Newington High Street: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva – Holy Communion
(Zoom)
18th July
Clapton Downs Road: Icilda Lynch
Clapton Park: Rev John Richey – Holy Communion
Dalston: Sister Lazelle Howes
Hackney Mare Street: Rev Andrew Letby – Holy Communion – Kofi and Ama
(Zoom)
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Local Arrangement
Stoke Newington High Street: Mary Campbell
25th July
Clapton Downs Road: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva – Holy Communion
Clapton Park: Local Arrangement
Dalston: Ernell Watson – Kofi and Ama
Hackney Mare Street: Sue Millman (Zoom)
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Rev John Richey
Stoke Newington High Street: Cllr Ian Rathbone

1st August
Clapton Downs Road: Local Arrangement
Clapton Park: Rev Dr Janet Murray
Dalston: Local Arrangement
Hackney Mare Street: Rev Andrew Letby – Holy Communion (Zoom)
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva – Holy Communion
Stoke Newington High Street: at Green Lanes
8th August
Clapton Downs Road: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva (Zoom)
Clapton Park: Rev John Richey – Holy Communion
Dalston: Rev Andrew Letby – Holy Communion
Hackney Mare Street: Cllr Ian Rathbone
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Rev John Sakutombo
Stoke Newington High Street: Local Arrangement
15th August
Clapton Downs Road: Rev John Richey – Holy Communion
Clapton Park: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva (Zoom)
Dalston: Rev Nigel Cowgill
Hackney Mare Street: Local Arrangement
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Sue Millman
Stoke Newington High Street: Pastor Joycelyn Dankwa
22nd August
Clapton Downs Road: Rev Andrew Letby (Zoom)
Clapton Park: Cllr Ian Rathbone
Dalston: Icilda Lynch – Kofi and Ama
Hackney Mare Street: Deacon Belinda Letby – Kofi and Ama
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Ernell Watson
Stoke Newington High Street: Sue Millman
29th August
Zoom Service led by Rev Andrew Letby and Rev John Richey
Please let Helen know if future newsletters can be sent to
you by email. This would reduce our circuit costs. Thank
you.

LECTIONARY READINGS
At the time of going to print, we are expecting that our services
during June will remain on Zoom, but that in July and August we will
be able to worship together, usually in our church buildings. We plan
to contine to offer worship on Zoom every Sunday at 11am. Please
pray for all your friends at the churches as we seek the safest ways to
return to worship at our churches.
Sunday 6th June: Genesis 3:8-15; Psalm 130; 2 Cor 4:13 – 5:1; Mark 3:20-35
Sunday 13th June: Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15; 2 Cor 5:6-10,
(11-13), 14-17; Mark 4:26-34
Sunday 20th June: Job 38:1-11; Psalm 107:1-3,23-32; 2 Cor 6:1-13;
Mark 4:35-41
Sunday 27th June: Lamentations 3:23-33; Psalm 30; 2 Cor 8:7-15;
Mark 5:21-43
Sunday 4th July: Ezekiel 2:1-5; Psalm 123; 2 Cor 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13
Sunday 11th July: Amos 7:7-15; Psalm 85:8-13; Ephesians 1:3-14;
Mark 6:14-29
Sunday 18th July: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 23; Ephesians 2:11-22;
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Sunday 25th July: 2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-18; Ephesians 3:14-21;
John 6:1-21
Sunday 1st August: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 Psalm 78:23-29; Ephesians 4:1-16;
John 6:24-35
Sunday 8th August: 1 Kings 19:4-8; Psalm 34:1-8; Ephesians 4:25 - 5:2;
John 6:35, 41-51
Sunday 15th August: Proverbs 9:1-6; Psalm 34:9-14; Ephesians 5:15-20;
John 6:51-58
Sunday 22nd August: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18; Psalm 34:15-22;
Ephesians 6:10-20; John 6:56-69
Sunday 29th August: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9; Psalm 15; James 1:17-27;
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Listening Place has restarted at Stoke
Newington
We restarted Listening Place activities on Tuesday 18 May, when
volunteers worked in High Street. On Wednesday 19 May it was the turn
to be back to Green Lanes. We resumed the previous activities, serving
tea, coffee, and biscuits to the costumers, as well as offering them
opportunity to listen to their stories. We remained cautious about
Covid-19. Because of that we created a sort of barrier with tables at the
entrance door of the church, so that the volunteers could stay inside the
foyer. My hope is that we will have more people willing to volunteer for
this and the other activities we want to do under the Listening Place
portfolio. For instance, I am thinking of organising a food bank on a
regular basis, maybe monthly. We may also create and hold support
groups to promote health, especially in terms of mental wellbeing, and
tackle issues like isolation and loneliness. I also hope that we can carry
out actions aimed at digital inclusion for more people from our Circuit
churches. With those actions we will be able to maintain what the
Circuit has already achieved in terms of access to activities performed
online, such as Sunday Services, prayer meetings and Bible study, as well
as expand the number of people accessing those services offered by the
Circuit.
In partnership with Volunteer Centre Hackney, we have begun to serve
as a Contact Point, receiving reliable information about Covid-19, forms
of prevention and treatment available in Hackney, and sharing that
information through social media, leaflets and group dynamics with the
various communities represented in the borough. To do this, we already
have three Community Champions from our churches. They are
volunteers who attend a monthly meeting through Zoom with health
authorities involved in preventing and fighting the coronavirus. If you
can offer 1 hour of your time per week to share reliable information via
the internet, contact me and I will pass on the link for you to join the
Community Champions Program. May our hopes for the Listening Place
come
true
with
God's
blessings!
Rev Paulo

Virtual Coffee and Prayers – some personal
comments
We meet every Wednesday at 10am on Zoom. Usually we have between 8
and 15 people, and it lasts 30 - 45 minutes, depending on how much people
wish to talk!
Martha Nelson made these comments:
The coffee morning is when we can discuss many things, we can ask
questions, or if there are things that trouble us, we have Ministers there
who may able to point us in the right direction. We can pray open or silent
prayers - I myself am not very good at talking, so I would listen and then if
there is anything I want to say, I would put my input.

Youth Ministry at Mare Street, Hackney
Hackney Methodist Church, one of the churches in the Hackney and
Stoke Newington Circuit of the Methodist Church has a sizeable youth
population and as such there is a responsibility on us to lead them to
Christ in ways that not only informs them but also excites them. With an
ever changing world, the youth of today are considerably different from
the youth of yesterday. The challenge therefore facing youth leaders in
our modern world is how to draw the youth closer to God in ways that
they can relate. Luckily the youth leaders and teachers at Hackney
Methodist Church-Mare Street are up to this challenge; we believe God
has called us for this.
In today’s world where many youth are fast losing interest in the Church,
the challenge is, how do we draw them closer to God and excited in the
church? At Mare Street, we aim to equip our young people in ways that
they are both beneficial to the church and the larger community.
Our youth group meet every Sunday (apart from last Sunday) of the
month at 11:15am till the end of the adult service usually 12:30pm, to
dig into God’s words. We have purchased bibles which are specifically
produced for the youth which not only makes for good reading but also
understanding. As Sunday is for studying the word of God, we make time

twice a month (1st and 3rd Saturday), at the church premises to hangout
over food, video and board games. Other times, our fun activities takes
us outside the church for a day in the park, a meal in a restaurant,
movies in a cinema, etc. The youth can and have invited their friends
and family.
As the church in the circuit with the biggest youth population, we used
to go round the other churches in our circuit to join together with other
youths to worship God. It hasn’t happened in a while but it’s something
we are hoping to bring back once in person church services resume. We
aim to draw closer with youth groups in other churches and therefore
we organise fun games with other circuits in the London district and
other Christian denominations in the Hackney area.
One activity which mostly excites our youth is 3Generate created by the
Methodist Church UK. Once a year over a bank holiday weekend, The
Methodist Church brings together youths from across the country with
the aims to create an inclusive and diverse space for the prophetic voice
of children and young people to emerge and be heard, enabling them to
speak courageously, and listen to God and each other. We take our
youth for this program and they get to engage with other youth from
across the UK.
Sadly, The pandemic has significantly altered our activities but we have
endeavoured to engage with our youth over social media. The challenge
going forward is how to get them back in the rhythm of the church PostCovid. We’re a welcoming church, if you’re a young person reading this
piece and have no church you worship in, don’t know Christ or simply
want to join us, you are most welcome. Know that God richly loves you.
I leave you with these words “Remember also your Creator in the days
of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of
which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them” (Ecclesiastes 12:1 ESV)
Kojo Nartey

CHURCH INFORMATION
Although we are not meeting in our church buildings at the moment,
there are still expenses to be paid to enable the mission of God to take
place. If you are able to make online offerings at this time, it would be
appreciated.
Please make a note of the date and amount paid into the account so
that this can be allocated to your envelope number when we return to
the church building.
Please contact your church treasurer or Helen Cornick 07736 972202
or handsnmethodist@gmail.com if you need further information about
giving to the church.

CLAPTON (Downs Road)
Minister: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva
Bank details for the church:
Sort Code: 40-02-06 Account Number: 30029734

CLAPTON PARK (Chatsworth Road)
Minister: Rev John Richey
Bank details for the church:
Sort Code: 40-02-06 Account Number: 50013048

DALSTON (Richmond Road)
Minister: Rev Andrew Letby
Bank details for the church:
Sort Code: 60-12-18 Account Number: 61808849

HACKNEY (Mare Street)
Minister: Rev Andrew Letby
Bank details for the church:
Sort Code: 40-02-06 Account Number: 40015350

STOKE NEWINGTON (High Street and Green Lanes)
Minister: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva
Bank details for the church:
Sort Code: 40-52-40 Account Number: 00032056

Order of Service
This order of service has been taken from the Methodist Worship Book. It has
been included here for you to use, particularly if you are unable to worship
with us at the present time. You will find the lectionary readings for each
week on page 10 of this newsletter.
THE PREPARATION
This is the day that the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in it!
HYMN
PRAYER OF APPROACH
Let us pray.
Silence
Loving God, we have come to worship you.
Help us to remember that you are here with us.
May we pray to you in faith,
sing your praise with gratitude,
and listen to your word with eagerness;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRAYER OF ADORATION
Let us praise God.
Silence
Holy God,
to you alone belong glory, honour and praise.
We join with the hosts of heaven as we worship.
You alone are worthy of adoration from every mouth,
and every tongue shall sing your praise.
You create the earth by your power;
you save the human race in your mercy,
and renew it through your grace.
To you, loving God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be all glory, honour and praise
now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sins.
Silence
Loving God,
we have sinned against you
in what we have thought, said and done.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry
and turn away from what is wrong.
Forgive us for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Silence
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
This is his gracious word:
'Your sins are forgiven.'
Amen. Thanks be to God.
HYMN
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT, PSALMS, EPISTLE and GOSPEL
Thanks be to God. Amen.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Let us confess the faith of the Church.
We believe in God the Father,
who made the world.
We believe in Jesus Christ, his Son,
who redeemed humankind.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God.
HYMN

THE RESPONSE
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING
Let us give thanks to God.
For the love of our Father, the Maker of all,
the giver of all good things:
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For the world's beauty and the changing seasons,
and for the life that we have been given:
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For Jesus Christ our Saviour,
who lived and worked among us:
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For his suffering and death on the cross
and his resurrection to new life:
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For his rule over all things
and his presence in the world:
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For the Holy Spirit, the giver of life,
who teaches and guides us:
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For the grace of the Spirit
in the work of the Church
and the life of the world:
let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

Therefore with all your Church
on earth and in heaven,
we give you our thanks and praise.
We dedicate ourselves to you;
strengthen us by your Spirit to do your will,
and bring us with all your saints
to the glory of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Silence
Blessèd are you, eternal God,
to be praised and glorified for ever.
Hear us as we pray for your holy catholic Church:
make us all one, that the world may believe.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you:
that the life of Christ may be revealed in us.
Strengthen all who minister in Christ's name:
give them courage to proclaim your Gospel.
Inspire and lead those who hold authority in the nations of the world:
guide them and all people in the way of justice and peace.
Make us alive to the needs of our community:
help us to share each other's joys and burdens.
Look with kindness on our homes and families:
grant that your love may grow in our hearts.
Inspire us to have compassion on those who suffer from sickness, grief or trouble:
in your presence may they find their strength.
We remember those who have died:
Father, into your hands we commend them.
We praise you for all your saints who have entered your eternal glory:
bring us all to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Silence
Heavenly Father,
you have promised to hear
what we ask in the name of your Son:
we pray you to accept and answer our prayers,
not as we ask in our ignorance,
nor as we deserve in our sinfulness,
but as you know and love us in your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
We say the prayer that Jesus gave us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
We make our offering.
God of all goodness and grace,
receive the gifts we offer;
and grant that our whole life
may give you glory and praise;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE DISMISSAL
HYMN
The blessing of God,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
Copyright acknowledgment (where not already indicated above):
Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

OTHER NEWS
GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation)
We will soon need to be submitting some information to the London
District about GDPR. This will include what details we are keeping about
people from our churches, and for what reason we are keeping this
information. Helen Cornick (the Circuit Administrator) will be doing
some work on this in the next few months. Don’t be surprised if you are
asked to complete some information to help with this!
GDPR was implemented in the UK in 2018, and we need to ensure that
we are protecting our own information and that of others within our
care. See the warning about scams on page 5!

Useful Websites
You may be interested to have a look at these websites:
www.methodistorg.uk
www.methodistlondon.org.uk
www.allwecan.org.uk
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk
www.hackney.gov.uk

Casting Call
As part of a documentary being created for Guardian Docs, the
researchers are looking to speak to people who have attended a Black
supplementary school or ‘Saturday School’ between the 1960’s and
1990’s, preferably with children/grandchildren, though this is not an
absolutenecessity. If this is you or you know someone who did, please
get in touch by emailing Janninebattis@gmail.com
Thanks!
Please let Helen have all notices for the September newsletter by
Wednesday 18thAugust 2021. From September the newsletters will
probably return to a monthly publication.

