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August 2022 
 

Dear friends 
 

My sabbatical was a real blessing, though it turned out rather differently 
than I had planned. The time helped to confront much about what has led 
me to my current place and more importantly what lies ahead. 
 

My collection of builders’ sales literature from the last 45 years provided 
much nostalgia and material for reflection. Some of the places described 
in it I knew well, many I did not. I visited a range of places to see how the 

ideal I either remembered, or that was 
described in the brochures, had actually 
turned out. Had the new housing estates 
become real communities? Had the 
houses changed? Some turned out to be 
just as I had expected, others didn’t.  
 

The hardest moment was when I visited 
the first house I lived in on my own, when I began 
my teaching career in the mid-1980s. The house 
was a brand-new studio home. It was beautiful, a 
blank canvas, it felt perfect. Of course, it was only 
a step along the way, and I have lived in ten 
different houses since then. Life moves on. But, 
driving up to the house again, over thirty years 
since I left it, I faced the truth that my beloved 
memories were about to be trashed. I recognised 
the house, but the street seemed dark and 

unkempt. Where I had built a rockery and planted a beautiful rose bush, 
stood an assortment of refuse bins, the tree I planted next to my garden 
pond was still there and flourishing, but so were inappropriate conifers 
which obscured the front of the building. I went back to my hotel and 
sobbed for the bit of me that I felt had been taken away.  
 

I knew I was being silly, why would I expect it to be just as I left it? The 
world around us changes and no matter how rose tinted our spectacles, 
the past was probably never as glorious as we like to remember. My 
favourite musicians ‘The Proclaimers’ are about to release a new album 
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titled ‘The world that was’. The lyrics of the opening track have just been 
revealed and one line has really caught my attention: ‘worship of a past 
that never was is totally demented’. Craig and Charlie have never minced 
their words, and here I think they have again got it spot on! 
 

A key moment of the sabbatical was spending time at Ampleforth Abbey 
in North Yorkshire. This community of prayerful Benedictine monks has 
provided me with sanctuary and inspiration many times. The theme for 
the formal part of my retreat this time was ‘The Transformative Journey’.  
Based on the writings of Franciscan, Richard Rohr, a small group of us 

were led through a series of reflections on the ups 
and downs of life. Our retreat leader Fr. Christopher 
began by saying: 
 ‘It seems quite clear that we grow by passing 
beyond some perfect Order, through an often 
painful and seemingly unnecessary Disorder, to an 
enlightened Reorder or resurrection. This is the 
universal pattern that connects and solidifies our 
relationships with everything around us.’ 

 

As the small group of retreat participants talked 
together, we understood how so much of our life experience runs in 
cycles. This is true in world politics, the economy of countries and cities, 
family life, and very importantly, as we seek to live a life of faith and 
discipleship. In all these there will be periods of stability, but we know 
only too well there will also be periods of turmoil and doubt. During those 
times we may struggle, we will have to reassess aspects of our lives and 
above all we need to have the courage to discern new ways.  
 

Moving on can be scary, it means we have to let go of things which have 
become precious, even those bits of life which are obviously difficult. We 
feel comfortable in what we know and are fearful of anything which 
replaces it. At the extreme, it is why some people will stay far too long 
with an abusive partner, but it is also why we might stick in the same job 
which drives us mad but is what we know, and it is why any change in 
church life, buildings or worship or structure, causes so much angst and 
argument. 
 

Fr. Richard Rohr 



Part way through my sabbatical I read an article written by a political 
journalist on a national newspaper who had just taken a sabbatical. In the 
article she described starting her time of doing different things hoping 
that the whirling political crisis she had been commenting on for months 
would have abated and she would come back to new subjects about 
which to write in her regular column. She described her return as finding 
that everything seemed to be pretty much the same ‘but with an added 
touch of jeopardy’ – by which she meant that the passage of time had just 
made things more complicated and considerably more dangerous for the 
country. As I read, I had a sinking feeling that my return to church life was 
likely to feel the same. I am sad to say, it did!  
 

After the disorder there must come reorder, we cannot live in a perpetual 
state of wishing for something that is past. If we are to take Revelation 21 
seriously, we must note that God’s purposes can only be fulfilled when we 
accept that the past is just that, gone and if we try to remain there, we 
prolong the agony of disorder. 
 

Looking at my current situation I have become very aware that the last 
few years have been a period of serious ‘disorder’. The retreat helped me 
to understand that I should not resent that, but also that I must seek 
God’s guidance in reordering, in finding the new path which lies ahead for 
the next cycle in life’s journey. Over the coming months I will need to face 
up to the consequences of my own words. 
 

As individual church communities and as a circuit of interdependent 
congregations are you prepared to face the future in the full and certain 
knowledge it cannot be just like the past? 
 

May God bless you all as we begin a new Methodist year together. 
 

Yours 
Rev Andrew 
 

For more sabbatical reflections see my blog:  (andrewletby.blogspot.com) 
 

‘He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more 
death, suffering, crying, or pain. These things of the past are 
gone forever’  (Revelation 21:4) 

https://andrewletby.blogspot.com/


CIRCUIT NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

Sunday Worship 
All of our churches are now holding services in person most weeks. We 
are also providing worship on Zoom for those who are unable to attend in 
our churches. We are planning to have a Circuit Zoom service on Sunday 
30th October when Rachel Lampard from the Joint Public Issues Team 
(JPIT) will be speaking at our service. We will continue to have a Circuit 
Service on Zoom when there is a 5th Sunday in the month.  
 

If you are not able to come to our church buildings for worship, you can 
join us on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89083382040 or you can 
phone from any telephone – dial 0203 481 5237. The meeting ID is        
890 8338 2040 followed by # - and then you will need to press # again.   
To unmute, press *6 and to mute press *6 again. The services are 
available on YouTube afterwards – details are on the website. 
 

Virtual Coffee and Prayers 
Every Wednesday at 10am we have Virtual Coffee and Prayers on Zoom. 
Join us on Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82977408302 or you can 
phone from any telephone – dial 0203 481 5237. The meeting ID is 829 
7740 8302 followed by # - then you will need to press # again. To unmute, 
press *6 and to mute press *6 again. 
 

Bible Study 
Please speak to your minister if you wish to attend a Bible Study group. 
Currently we do not have any Bible Study groups arranged, but if 
members would like one, we can try to facilitate this. 
 

Baptism, Confirmation and Church Membership 
Please speak to your minister if you would like to find out more about 
baptism or confirmation. 

 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89083382040
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82977408302


Meetings in the Circuit 
 

CLT Meetings – These dates are not yet confirmed. Members of the CLT 
will be informed separately. 
 

Circuit Meetings – We have a Circuit Meeting on Tuesday 20th September 
at 7pm. The venue is to be confirmed. We are pleased that there will be 
some new representatives to the Circuit Meeting, who form the trustee 
body of the Circuit with the Charity Commission. 
 

Leaders of Worship and Local Preachers Meeting – Saturday 10th 
September 2022, at Dalston Methodist Church, Richmond Road.  
 

Methodist Women in Britain 
Group meetings have started again at Dalston Methodist Church, 
Richmond Road, at 6pm on the second Sunday of each month. 
Sunday 11th September 
Sunday 9th October 
Sunday 13th November 
Sunday 11th December 
This is a circuit group – so you are all welcome. Please contact Mathilda 
Small-Byam if you wish to know more about the group.   
 

The Listening Place  
The Listening Place is open every Tuesday 11am – 1pm at Stoke 
Newington High Street Church, and every Wednesday 11am – 1pm at 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes Church. You are welcome to drop in to one 
of these, and meet and chat with local people. Rev Paulo co-ordinates The 
Listening Place and there are volunteers from our churches who welcome 
anyone coming in. 
 

Safeguarding  
 

If you have any concerns regarding the safeguarding of children, young 
people and vulnerable adults, or if you believe someone is behaving in 
a way that causes you concern, please speak in confidence to your 
church or circuit safeguarding officer, or one of the circuit ministers. 
 



It is very important that the correct people are informed of any concerns 
you might have. We have a duty of care to safeguard everyone who 
comes onto our premises. 
 

We are therefore seeking someone to fill each of these roles. If you 
have safeguarding experience, and would be willing to discuss this 
further, please speak to one of the ministers, or to Helen Cornick the 
circuit administrator.  

The Circuit safeguarding officer is: vacant – please contact your 
minister or the superintendent. 
 

The church safeguarding officers are: 
Clapton (Downs Road): vacant – please contact Rev Paulo Bessa 
Da Silva 
Clapton Park: Okwuchi Etti-Williams 
Dalston: vacant – please contact Rev Andrew Letby 
Hackney (Mare Street): Cecilia Eze 
Stoke Newington: Rose Lall and Esther Adekunle 
 

The superintendent minister is Rev Andrew Letby 07875 011 003. 
 

The District Safeguarding Officer is Becky Skinner. She can be 
contacted at safeguarding@methodistlondon.org.uk and      
07960 877 740. 
We are pleased that most of our Local Preachers and ministers 
have completed the Advanced module of the Creating Safer 
Space training. From September, we will be setting up training for 
other role holders within the church (in particular safeguarding 
officers and pastoral visitors). If you have previously completed 
Safeguarding training – Creating Safer Space – please let Helen 
Cornick know when this was done, so that we can update our 
records. This will enable us to know when you are due to carry 
out the training again – it needs to be done every 4 years, to keep 
up to date.  
 

 

mailto:safeguarding@methodistlondon.org.uk


Plan for September – November 2022 services at 
11am  
 

4th September 
There will be a Circuit Service including Holy Communion at Stoke 
Newington High Street. The Zoom Service will also be streamed from High 
Street. 
 

11th September 
Clapton Downs Road: Pastor David Gyamfi 
Clapton Park: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva - Holy Communion 
Dalston: Rev Andrew Letby 
Hackney Mare Street: Father Daniel Gerrans 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: This is a Local Arrangement 
Stoke Newington High Street: Pastor Ian Rathbone 
Zoom Service preacher: Helen Cornick 
 

18th September 
Clapton Downs Road: Pastor Ian Rathbone 
Clapton Park: This is a Local Arrangement 
Dalston: This is a Local Arrangement  
Hackney Mare Street: Rev John Sakutombo - Holy Communion including 
Kofi and Ama offering 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Pastor David Gyamfi 
Stoke Newington High Street: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva - Holy Communion  
Zoom Service preacher: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
 

25th September 
Clapton Downs Road: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva - Holy Communion 
Clapton Park: Ernell Watson 
Dalston: Rev John Richey - including Kofi and Ama offering 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Sue Millman 
Stoke Newington High Street: Pastor Joycelyn Dankwa 
Zoom Service preacher: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
 

Hackney Mare Street: at 10am we will join the congregation at St 
Michael’s and All Angels for their Patronal Festival. There will be no 
service at Hackney Mare Street at 11am 
 
 



2nd October 
Clapton Downs Road: This will be a Local Arrangement 
Clapton Park: Pastor Ian Rathbone 
Dalston: Pastor David Gyamfi 
Hackney Mare Street: Rev Andrew Letby - Holy Communion 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva - Holy 
Communion  
Stoke Newington High Street: will join the congregation at Green Lanes 
Zoom Service preacher: Rev Andrew Letby 
 

9th October 
Clapton Downs Road: will join the congregation at Clapton Park 
Clapton Park: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva - Holy Communion 
Dalston: Rev Andrew Letby - Holy Communion 
Hackney Mare Street: Rev John Richey 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Mary Campbell 
Stoke Newington High Street: This will be a Local Arrangement 
Zoom Service preacher: Rev Andrew Letby 
 

16th October 
Clapton Downs Road: Pastor Joycelyn Dankwa  
Clapton Park: This will be a Local Arrangement 
Dalston: Sue Millman 
Hackney Mare Street: will join the congregation at Dalston 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Ernell Watson 
Stoke Newington High Street: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
Zoom Service preacher: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
 

23rd October 
Clapton Downs Road: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
Clapton Park: Rev John Richey 
Dalston: Rev John Sakutombo including Kofi & Ama offering 
Hackney Mare Street: Pastor Ian Rathbone including Kofi & Ama offering 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Rev Andrew Letby 
Stoke Newington High Street: Pastor David Gyamfi 
Zoom Service preacher: Sue Millman 
 

 
 
 



30th October 
Morning Worship will be a Circuit Service on Zoom led by Rachel Lampard 
(Joint Public Issues Team and former Vice President of Methodist 
Conference) 
 

6th November 
Clapton Downs Road: Rev John Richey 
Clapton Park: Helen Cornick 
Dalston: Pastor Ian Rathbone 
Hackney Mare Street: Rev Andrew Letby - Holy Communion  
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: will join the congregation at High Street 
Stoke Newington High Street: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva - Holy Communion 
Zoom Service preacher: Helen Cornick 
 

13th November 
Clapton Downs Road: This will be a Local Arrangement 
Clapton Park: Pastor Joycelyn Dankwa 
Dalston: Rev Andrew Letby - Holy Communion 
Hackney Mare Street: This will be a Local Arrangement 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
Stoke Newington High Street: Ernell Watson 
Zoom Service preacher: Rev Andrew Letby 
 

20th November 
Clapton Downs Road: Rev Andrew Letby 
Clapton Park: Pastor David Gyamfi  
Dalston: will join the congregation at Hackney Mare Street 
Hackney Mare Street: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: Pastor Ian Rathbone 
Stoke Newington High Street: This will be a Local Arrangement 
Zoom Service preacher: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
 

27th November 
Clapton Downs Road: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva - Holy Communion 
Clapton Park: will join the congregation at Clapton Downs Road 
Dalston: Rev Andrew Letby including Kofi and Ama offering 
Hackney Mare Street: Mary Campbell 
Stoke Newington Green Lanes: This will be a Local Arrangement 
Stoke Newington High Street: Rev John Richey 
Zoom Service preacher: Sue Millman 



Lectionary Readings 
The readings listed first (and in the plan) are the Related set from the 
Lectionary. If the Continuous set are different, they have been shown below.  
 

Sunday 4th Sept – 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time: Deuteronomy 30:15-20; 
Psalm 1; Philemon 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 
Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;   
 

Sunday 11th Sept – 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 
51:1-10; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14  
 

Sunday 18th Sept – 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 
113;1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9 
 

Sunday 25th Sept – 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Amos 6:1a, 4-7; Psalm 
146; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15; Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
: 

Sunday 2nd Oct – 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; 
Psalm 37:1-9; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 
Lamentations 1:1-6; Lamentations 3:19-26; Psalm 137 
 

Sunday 9th Oct – 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time: 2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15b; 
Psalm 111; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19; 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66:1-12 
 

Sunday 16th Oct – 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 
121; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 
Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119:97-104 
 

Sunday 23rd Oct – 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
or Sirach/Ecclesiasticus 35:12-17;  Psalm 84:1-7; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; 
Luke 18:9-14 
Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65  
 

Sunday 30th October – 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time: Isaiah 1:10-18; 
Psalm 32:1-7; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4; Psalm 119:137-144 
 

Sunday 6th Nov – 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time: Job 19:23-27a; Psalm 
17:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 
Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or Psalm 98 
 

Sunday 13th Nov – 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time: Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 
98; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 
Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12:1-6 
 



Sunday 20th Nov – Sunday before Advent: Jeremiah 23:1-6;  Psalm 46 or 
Luke 1:68-79; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 
 

Sunday 27th Nov – 1st Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 
13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44  
 

Sunday 4th Dec – 2nd Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7,18-
19; Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12  
 

Sunday 11th Dec – 3rd Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 
or Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Sunday 18th Dec – 4th Sunday of Advent: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-
19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Sunday 25th Dec – Christmas Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4 
(5-12); John 1:1-14  
 

 

Circuit WhatsApp Group 
 
The circuit has a WhatsApp group to receive information about 
services, events happening in our churches etc. If you are not already 
part of this group and would like to be, please contact Helen Cornick. 
 
 

GDPR – General Data Protection Regulation 
Thank you to the large number of people who completed the GDPR form 
in the last few months. If you haven’t completed one of these, please 
contact Helen, the Circuit Administrator who can let you have one. 
 

You should not be retaining information including contact details of other 
church members and friends – unless you are a group leader or secretary, 
so require it for the running of your group, or if you are a pastoral visitor, 
so have details of people with whom you have a reason to keep this 
information – ie. for the legitimate purposes of the church.  
 

For any other reason, you should not be keeping contact details in the 
name of the church. If you have such information, please can you let 
Helen Cornick, the circuit administrator have it. She will make contact 
with the people concerned to see whether they wish to be retained on 
our records – and will destroy the information of those who don’t wish for 
us to keep it. This is a legal requirement.  

 



CHURCH INFORMATION 

It is now possible to make your offering to the church at our services. 
However, if you would prefer to make direct payments to the bank, 
the details are below. Please use your name as a reference and make a 
note of the date and amount paid into the account so that this can be 
allocated to your envelope number. Please contact your church 
treasurer or Helen Cornick handsnmethodist@gmail.com or 07736 
972202 if you need further information about giving to the church. 
 

CLAPTON (Downs Road & Chatsworth Road) Minister: Rev 

Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
Bank details: Sort Code: 40-02-06 Account Number: 30029734 
Copyright numbers: Downs Road: 1948191 Clapton Park: 1160113  
 
 

DALSTON (Richmond Road) Minister: Rev Andrew Letby 

Bank details: Sort Code: 60-12-18 Account Number: 61808849 
Copyright CCLi number: 2303319 
 

HACKNEY (Mare Street) Minister: Rev Andrew Letby 

Bank details: Sort Code: 40-02-06 Account Number: 40015350 
Copyright CCLi number: 1277824 
 

STOKE NEWINGTON (High Street and Green Lanes) 
Minister: Rev Paulo Bessa Da Silva 
Bank details: Sort Code: 40-52-40 Account Number: 00032056 
Copyright numbers: High Street: 1305631 Green Lanes: 1305648 
 

Gift Aid 
If you pay tax, and you give money to the church, you could probably 
gift aid your offering at no additional cost to yourself. The church 
would benefit by getting an additional 25% of what you give. You 
would need to complete a gift aid declaration form. Speak to your 
church treasurer or Helen Cornick about this if you are a tax payer. 
Please consider this additional way of financially supporting the 
church.  
 

mailto:handsnmethodist@gmail.com


Rev John Richey’s final reflections as he finishes 

working in the Hackney & Stoke Newington Circuit 

Dear Friends, 

In 2018 I “sat down” from full time ministry and, somewhat unexpectedly, 
found myself in London as Ruth began her current appointment as Deputy 
Warden of the Methodist Diaconal Order. Neither of us had looked 
forward to living in London, however, it wasn’t long (a day or so) before 
we both felt very happy and blessed to be here. 
 

Ruth’s role demands long hours and considerable travel, so I found 
myself, with having no hobbies at a bit of a loose end, and, perhaps most 
significantly, missing the hands-on involvement of the ministry I was 
called to. Having shared this with the Superintendent of the Circuit we live 
in, and our District Chair, eventually an opportunity to offer some support 
to this Circuit was identified, which I wholeheartedly responded to. I do 
believe this has been a God-given gift, despite being only a relatively brief 
period and coming during one of the most challenging times, not only for 
this country, but indeed the whole world. The impact of Covid has 
touched us all in some way, and, in the life of the Methodist Church as a 
whole, and Hackney and Stoke Newington Circuit in particular, has 
brought both difficult challenges as well as presenting opportunities and 
new potential. 
 

My “role” has been specifically centred on Clapton Park, the focus of this 
being to enable a realistic reflection on the Church’s ability to function 
within the requirements of Methodist processes and policies. My ministry 
has always been relational, and getting to know a congregation well and 
being alongside them has formed a strong basis for this. One of the huge 
challenges, both for me and for the congregation of Clapton Park given 
the restrictions of lockdown was about communication. Those of you who 
do use Zoom will know that technology is not a strength of mine, although 
I have learned much and this has improved; however, many of the folks at 
Clapton Park don’t access this at all, and so the only way of being in touch 
with one another was via the telephone. A minister is, typically, someone 
you would at least recognise walking down the street, likewise, you would 
expect to visit your congregation and know them by sight. For that first 



year of lockdown, neither much of the congregation nor I saw each other. 
Communicating in that way, for us all, was rather surreal and bemusing 
and made more for a painful experience as it became very clear that the 
Church could not continue to function without the necessary support of 
its members in fulfilling the roles required. For many months this was a 
challenging and difficult period of struggle, however, through the 
graciousness of the Circuit, this congregation continues to offer worship 
to God within the community as the burden of governance is taken up by 
the Circuit. My reflection on this is the evidence of the provenance of God 
through the good governance and care of others. Governance that looks 
beyond the limited boundaries of what’s always been, and the kind of 
unholy fear that causes us to hang on to resources, unwilling to share that 
which we think “belongs” to us (although that is never the case – 
everything belongs to God, we are only to be stewards of it). It is by 
releasing resources that we become agents for hope and encouragement. 
It could have been “mission complete” for Clapton Park; however, 
prayerful discernment has been that joining in with God’s work in that 
community and continuing to be a worshipping presence remains part of 
the Circuit’s priorities. 
 

One such area of God at work in that community is the Chats Lunch Club. 
Part of my role has been to support this work and chair meetings. After 
coming out of lockdown Chats continues to be a place that for over 30 
plus years, has offered fellowship, support, and hope, for over 40 plus 
elderly people living within the community. The club operates on a 
Monday for exercise and on Thursday for exercise and a lovely lunch! 
Here is where I have seen God truly at work. 
 

The premises of Clapton Park are vast and frequently used by community 
groups and other worshipping communities. This will always bring its own 
challenges, as mission and ministry is never easy. As long as mission 
continues, my hope would be that some gift of graciousness will become 
ever more present that enables the different groups to take good care of 
the precious gift that these premises bring; to see beyond their own 
group, to the gift that each organisation brings to the community as a 
whole. 
 



As I mentioned briefly above, I’ve found this last 2 years to have been a 
steep learning curve, mainly because of the necessity to conduct several 
things online. I am grateful to the Circuit for bearing with my lack of 
proficiency with “tech” albeit I’ve found it to be incredibly useful, even if 
only in a limited way.  Being able to worship together online has been a 
new experience for all of us, and we can see the opportunities and 
potential for new ways of working and worshipping together that this 
brings. Living such a distance from the Circuit, it has enabled me to 
engage with some meetings which, if I’d needed to attend in person 
would have meant that I wouldn’t have got home until late in the evening. 
Staff meetings, Circuit meetings, Coffee mornings; Bible study and 
Fellowship meetings have all been made possible through this.   
 

However, perhaps like others, I prefer to meet physically face to face and 
it was with a deep sense of joy the first time I was able to gather with 
others in worship once again. To lead worship and preach is, for me, a 
great privilege, and I hope to continue to share with you in this way from 
time to time within the Circuit going forward. 
 

I consider myself extremely blessed to have ministered alongside Rev 
Andrew and Rev Paulo and to have been part of a Circuit Leadership Team 
who, through prayer and sincere hard work, have at their hearts the best 
intentions for all the churches within this Circuit. Personally, it has been a 
deep sadness to see that this is sometimes viewed with suspicion, which 
can be expressed in unkind and un-Christ-like words and actions. None of 
us are, or will ever be, perfect this side of heaven; furthermore, none of 
us can claim to be true followers of Christ and then disregard the Christ in 
one another; nor to disregard the discernment and direction God gives to 
us through others. I hope and pray that my sharing this may cause others 
to reflect that this unhelpful, and unhealthy perspective may be a catalyst 
for change. 
 

In conclusion, it has been a real privilege to share in the life of this Circuit 
and one which I hope to continue in some small way through worship. In 
the words of St. Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians: 
 



“Peace be to the whole community, and love, with faith, from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Grace be with all who have an undying 
love for our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 6: 23,24) 
 

John. 
 

We sincerely thank Rev John Richey for all that he has shared with us during 
the last 2 years. We wish him God’s richest blessing as he leaves us, although 
are grateful that we can still share in worship with him as he will continue to 
come occasionally as a visiting preacher.  

 

October is Black History Month – some thoughts 
from Ernell Watson 
 

Once again the UK’s Annual Black History Month is almost upon us. It is a 
celebration which is rooted in the first Black History Week in the USA. In 
1926, founding Father Carter G Woodson the son of slaves, embarked on a 
journey promoting the history of Black people in schools and the wider 
society to honour the accomplishments and achievements of Black 
Americans in USA. 
 

In the USA, Black History is celebrated annually in February, and annually 
in the UK, in October. In the UK it was launched 1986, by a group of Black 
activists who were overtly concerned about the increasing number of 
Black children who were displaying racial identity problems. Black History 
Month came to fruition to celebrate Black identity, promoting the 
achievements and contributions of Black people to British society. 
 

Having lived in the UK for the past fifty two years; Black History Month for 
me is a representation of racial and cultural identity, it is the celebration of 
the many achievements and contributions of African descendants, and the 
rich heritage they have engrained in British society. The event hence 
highlights the eventual acknowledgement of our place in history, which 
had been long suppressed. 
 

Celebrating Black History is also a showcasing of our strengths, our 
resilience and our tenacity to overcome barriers and obstacles we so often 
encounter. It is a celebration of the experience of Blacks in British society 
and our ability to motivate the self through a variety of art forms such as 



in literature, music, inventions, (this list goes on and on) and gaining a 
place in history.  
 

Celebrating Black History month for me is the maintenance of my faith; 
my cultural religious and spiritual identity; telling my own story; educating 
and empowering the younger generation of the ‘why’ we must celebrate 
Black History October 2022. 
 

In conclusion, during this October’s celebration, I endeavour to reflect on 
the price paid by my ancestors during the inhumane and horrid 
transatlantic slave trade that lasted over 400 years. Thousands lost their 
lives, their stories are untold and will never be told, their remains lie in the 
ocean depths. To them I pay due respect. 
 

Last year some prayers were written as part of the 
celebration of Black History Month by Rev Sonia Hicks, the 
past President of the Methodist Conference, and also from 
members of the Junior Church at Wesley’s Chapel. 
 

A prayer from Sonia 
Merciful God, thank you that you have created us to reflect the diversity in 
the world. 
Thank you that as we begin Black History Month, we are given 
opportunities to see the rich contributions of black people: contributions 
which have often been ignored or denied. 
 

Forgive us, O God, our unwillingness to see beyond the colour of a 
person’s skin. 
Forgive us that we allow ourselves to be distracted by unfamiliar accents. 
 

We thank you for black people who have contributed to the growth of the 
Methodist Church in Britain. For those who have come from Asia and 
Africa and the Americas to share their insights of what it means to be a 
child of God. 
May we celebrate their presence among us, today and always. 
For we ask this prayer through the name of Jesus Christ and in the power 
of the Spirit. Amen. 
 



A prayer from Joshua 
We confess the sin of racist exclusion, the abuse of power to oppress and 
demand. 
May those who have experienced exclusion for the first time speak up for 
others. 
May we create space for justice. 
Black Lives Matter. 
And no more of the segregation or racists comments or anything of black 
people. 
So let’s do this! 
Thank you. 
Amen. 

 

A prayer from Michael 
We pray for our racial injustice. 
Where there is division and wickedness may we bring restoration and 
love. 
Where there is inequality may we bring justice and peace. 
Where there is powerlessness may we lift up the broken hearted and the 
low ranked. 
Where there is damage may we bring healing. 
In your name. 
Amen. 

 

Praying for Ukraine - A message from Pastor Ian Rathbone 
Since the invasion of Ukraine by Russia began earlier in the year, I have 
been lighting a candle at the start of every service I lead in our Hackney 
Methodist Churches. 
 

I invite the congregation each time, to pray for Ukraine and its people. 
There have been some wonderful and touching prayers prayed. 
 

Last Sunday (15 August) at Mare Street Methodist we thanked the Lord 
for an answer to our prayers – ships full of grain being allowed out by 
Russia from Odessa to Lebanon and elsewhere to unload food for a 
hungry world. 
 



It is something we never expected to see, and I see the hand of God in 
this surprise gesture of peace. He cares for the poor who are already 
starving in places like Somalia. 
 

We will continue to pray that this ‘channel of peace’ is maintained for the 
harvest to be shared. And I will go on lighting a candle until we see peace 
and justice prevail in that situation. 
 

During each service I have used a CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development) prayer as a set prayer – 
 

“ … We pray for world leaders, 
For compassion, strength and wisdom 
To guide their choices. 
 

We pray for the world 
That in this moment of crisis 
We may reach out in solidarity 
To our brothers and sisters in need. 
 

May we walk in your ways 
So that peace and justice 
Become a reality for the people of Ukraine 
And for all the world.” 
 

And as the Psalmist says: 
  

“Lord, hear my prayer, 
    listen to my cry for mercy; 
in your faithfulness and righteousness 
    come to my relief.” [Psalm 143:1] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Methodist Conference 
In June, Clord, Esther and Margaret from Stoke Newington travelled to 
the weekend events at the Methodist Conference in Telford. On Saturday 
25th June they attended the opening of Conference, when Rev Graham 
Thompson was inducted as the new President and Anthony Boateng was 
inducted as the new Vice President of Conference. On Sunday 26th June 
they saw Deacon Theresa Simon-Sam received into full connexion and 
then travelled to St John’s Church in Bloxwich where she was ordained. 
 

Esther commented on going to the weekend: 
‘Methodist Conference was a good experience for me and Margaret. To 
listen to the President and Vice President was really encouraging, about 
the messages of the gospel, the praise worship, also about the 
evangelism, having prayer meeting, bible study in our churches, to 
encourage our younger generation and to help our communities.’ 
 

It is good to take these opportunities to be a part of the wider Methodist 
Connexion.  
 

OTHER NEWS 
 
Do you want to help your local community 
and save money on your shopping at the 
same time? 
 
If you shop at your local Co-op, then you can. Co-op stores are owned by 
members, and everyone can become a member. When members scan 
their membership card when they shop 2p in every £1 spent on Co-op 
own brand products is given to local and national community causes and 
another 2p is added to their membership account to spend on future 
shopping. Members also receive weekly discounts. 



Local community organisations currently being 
supported by members in Hackney include 
Hackney Foodbank, Hot Line Meals, Children with 
Voices, Little Angel Theatre, MIND, Growing Hope, 
+ many more. 
It costs £1 to become a member – just ask for a 
card in your local Co-op and register it on-line or 
contact Rev Andrew for further information. 
 

 

Useful Websites 

You may be interested to have a look at these websites: 
www.methodistorg.uk 

www.methodistlondon.org.uk 

www.allwecan.org.uk 

www.jointpublicissues.org.uk 

www.hackney.gov.uk 
 

 

 
 
Please let Helen have all notices for the Christmas newsletter by 
Wednesday 23rd November 2022. Our newsletters are no longer 
coming out every month. We expect to produce one for the start of 
the Methodist year in September, one at Christmas, and one at 
Easter. 

http://www.methodistorg.uk/
http://www.methodistlondon.org.uk/
http://www.allwecan.org.uk/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/

