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Please let Helen have all notices for the June newsletter by Tuesday 24th November 2026. We have one for the start of September, December, March and June, since they contain the preaching plan.
Contact Helen for further details about anything in the newsletter.
Superintendent Minister’s Letter 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

To all God’s beloved in Hackney and Stoke Newington, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

As I prepare to step into my new role as Superintendent on the 1st of September, I have spent time in prayer, discerning what the Lord wants me to share with you as we begin this new chapter together. As I prayed, I felt a strong conviction to reflect on one of God’s central characteristics: that He is a “God of order.”

Scripture introduces us to this truth from the very beginning. Genesis 1 tells us that "in the beginning... the earth was complete chaos" (Gen. 1:1–2). Yet, through His Word and by His Spirit hovering over the waters, the Triune God brought beauty, structure, and harmony out of that initial chaos.

Over six days, God lovingly shaped and filled the world in order. He separated light from darkness, divided the waters, brought forth dry land and vegetation, placed the sun, moon, and stars to mark time, and filled the skies, seas, and land with living creatures. Finally, He created humanity—male and female—in His own image. At every stage, God saw that "it was good," and upon completing His work, He declared it "very good" and rested on the seventh day. Through His divine order, chaos was transformed into a creation in which God could delight and rest.

This creation order is ultimately held together in Christ. As Paul reminds us in Colossians 1:16, "For in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible... all things have been created through him and for him." Jesus Himself continually called people back to God’s intended order throughout His ministry. He established our spiritual priorities, urging us to "strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness" (Matt. 6:33). He also pointed us back to God's design for marriage, reminding us that from the beginning, the Creator made us male and female, adding: “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh...” (Matt. 19:4–5).

Later, when writing to the church in Corinth—a community struggling with division over spiritual gifts and how to worship together—Paul reminded them of this same divine character: "For God is a God not of disorder but of peace" (1 Cor. 14:33). Paul understood that where there is godly order, there is true peace, mutual respect, and fruitful ministry.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as our God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—is a God of order, my prayer is that we may follow His example. May we honour godly order by serving faithfully within the boundaries of our individual callings, using the different gifts God has given to each of us. In doing so, I pray that we will find true peace, mutual respect, and fruitful ministry together as we step into this new Connexional year.

Yours in Christ,
Yangsun

Prayer

God, We hold before you the London District, in sorrow and joy.
In a city shaped by conflict, inequality and uncertainty,
yet alive with faith, courage and hope, we give thanks for those leading and enabling your work.

As we seek growth, deepen our discipleship,
and renew our joy in worship and faithful witness.
As we reach out, bless the New Places for New People (NPNP)
and Church at the Margins projects, where pain is honoured and new life emerges.
As we embrace your world,
strengthen our longing for justice, climate hope
and deeper communion with the World Church.

For all who serve faithfully, often unseen, turn weariness into joy,
held in Christ, who bears sorrow and joy together. Amen.
                                      Revd Dr Jonathan Dean, (Chair of London District) 
Sunday Worship

Each of the churches in the circuit usually have a service every week at 11am. The plan for September to November is on the centre pages. 

We suggest that if you are not able to get to one of our church buildings, you join the live streaming from another Methodist Church in London. You could join Wesley’s Chapel, Hinde Street Methodist Church or Westminster Central Hall. 

Bible Study in the Circuit

Rev Rupert leads a Bible Study and Prayers on Monday evenings at 7.30pm on Zoom. All are welcome.

Prayers in the Circuit

On Tuesdays at 1pm at Stoke Newington High Street, we meet together for prayers. Do come and join us if you are free.

On Wednesdays at 10am for up to 45 minutes, we have Virtual Coffee and Prayers on Zoom. 

It is a good time to share fellowship together, and with people from different church congregations.

Baptism, Confirmation and Church Membership

Please speak to Rev Yangsun Yi or Rev Rupert Weekes if you are interested in being baptised, or confirmed and received into Church membership.

Meetings in the Circuit – Dates for your diary

Circuit Meetings 

We have Circuit Meetings at 7pm on Tuesday 22nd September - venue TBC (Please note, this date has changed from the date previously advertised). The representatives to the Circuit Meeting from each of our churches and specific role holders form the trustee body of the Circuit with the Charity Commission.

Circuit Leadership Team (CLT) Meetings 

We have a CLT Meeting on Tuesday 8th September, Friday 16th October, Tuesdays 10th November and 8th December. The CLT includes the Ministers, Circuit Stewards, Circuit Meeting Secretary, Circuit Safeguarding Officer and Circuit Administrator (as a non-voting member). 

Our Circuit Stewards/CLT are:

Sue Millman (Senior Steward), Kwaku Anyemedu (Treasurer), 
Eric Ayoola, Annorah Francis, Anthony Jumpah, Olu Oludare and Eunice Whyte. 
The Circuit Meeting Secretary is Suezanne Awotwi.
The Circuit Safeguarding Officer is Cecilia Eze.

Circuit Invitation Committee Meetings

The CIC will meet as necessary.
Leaders of Worship and Local Preachers Meeting

The next meeting will be on Saturday 12th September at 11am at Dalston and Saturday 12th December at 11am (venue tbc).

Lectionary Readings

The readings listed first (and in the plan) are the Related set from the Lectionary. If the Continuous set are different, they have been shown below. 

Sunday 6th Sept – 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time: Ezekiel 33:7-11; 
Psalm 119:33-40; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20
Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149 

Sunday 13th Sept – 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103:(1-7) 8-13; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35
Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114; Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21 

Sunday 20th Sept – 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Jonah 3:10 - 4:11;     Psalm 145:1-8; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16
Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45

Sunday 27th Sept – 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16

Sunday 4th Oct – 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Isaiah 5:1-7;                Psalm 80:7-15; Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19

Sunday 11th Oct – 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14
Exodus 32:1-14; Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23

Sunday 18th Oct – 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Isaiah 45:1-7;            Psalm 96:1-9 (10-13); 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99

Sunday 25th Oct – 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18; Psalm 1; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46
Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17

Sunday 1st Nov – 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time: Micah 3:5-12; Psalm 43;                       1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12
Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
All Saints Day: Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12

Sunday 8th Nov – Remembrance Sunday – 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time: Amos 5:18-24 or Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16; Psalm 70 or Wisdom of Solomon 6:17-20; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13; 
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7
Remembrance Sunday: Isaiah 25:1-9 or Isaiah 52:7-12 or Micah 4:1-8; Psalm 9:9-20 or Psalm 46; Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 or Revelation 22:1-5; Matthew 5:1-12 or Matthew 5:43-48 or John 15:9-17

Sunday 15th Nov – 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; Psalm 90:1-8 (9-11) 12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123

Sunday 22nd Nov – Sunday before Advent: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24;      Psalm 95:1-7a or Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46

Sunday 29th Nov – 1st Sunday in Advent: Isaiah 64:1-9; 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37

Sunday 6th Dec – 2nd Sunday in Advent: Isaiah 40:1-11; 
Psalm 85:12, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8






Are you leading a service – some useful resources

If you are taking a service – either because you are a Local Preacher or a Worship Leader, or because you have a Local Arrangement, there is a circuit copy of Roots for Worship – a resource for worship – in the vestry at Stoke Newington High Street, which you can photocopy from, or it is available online (Please contact Helen Cornick for details of how to access this). Please note that if you are not a Local Preacher, you are not able to ‘preach’ (to provide a commentary about the Bible readings used in the service). Roots gives some resources which can be read in the place of a sermon, which is suitable for stewards and worship leaders etc who are not Local Preachers.

Church and Circuit News

The Listening Place – Stoke Newington High Street and Green Lanes

The Listening Place is open from 11am – 1pm on Tuesdays at Stoke Newington High Street and on Wednesdays at Green Lanes. All are welcome.

Chats Lunch Club – Clapton Park Methodist Church

The lunch club meets on Thursdays at Clapton Park, Chatsworth Road. Usually serving Caribbean lunches members of the community meet for food, exercise and games. To find out more, please contact Velma Bramble on 07852 572096.

Ghanaian Methodist Fellowship in Hackney (GMF)

GMF meets monthly to express our faith in many Ghanaian languages. A variety of events are arranged to deepen our faith and for social and cultural enjoyment. We meet from 1pm to 2pm at Mare Street.

Sunday 6th September			Sunday 1st November
Sunday 4th October 			Sunday 6th December

Contact Mina Aidoo via Helen Cornick for more information.


Zumba Class

A weekly Zumba class at Dalston on Saturday mornings at 11am (Doors open at 10.40am). All are welcome for fun and exercise. £3 per class (£2 up to 17’s).

Pre-School Group and Teens Group

Mare Street has a pre-school group called Church Mice, and also a Teens group. For more information please contact Rev Yangsun or Olu. 

Clapton Park Methodist Church – Food Bank

There is a Food Bank at Clapton Park, Chatsworth Road on Tuesdays and Wednesdays between 11am and 3pm. You are welcome.

Circuit WhatsApp group

The circuit WhatsApp group sends out messages to members and friends. If you wish to be in this group, to find out information from the circuit, please contact Helen Cornick, the Circuit Administrator.

Other News

Clapton Park Church 

I was at Clapton Park church recently, and suddenly noticed a plaque on the wall I must have walked past for many years. It says: “This building commemorates the Christian Witness formerly maintained by the following churches destroyed or closed as a result of the World War 1939-45.”

It then sadly lists four local Methodist churches which are no more, plus Clapton Methodist Mission in Clapton Park Baptist Tabernacle, Blurton road till 1957, and Chatsworth Rd Baptist Tabernacle.

All these Methodist churches were sold to help pay towards the erection of the present church, in Chatsworth Rd, opened in 1958. Their Christian Witness has been poured into that building.

It is now the only church of any denomination in what is now the busy and thriving shopping street of Chatsworth Rd and in a highly residential area, the only Christian Witness in that area with a Catholic Church in Blurton Rd.

It has been used by the community for many different things down the years. I started the founding of Chatsworth Road market through meetings in that building. Currently there is a youth club, a foodbank, advice service, a busy lunch club on Thursdays which is well-known across Hackney, and various churches hold their meetings there.

The building has some great potential, and is the only community centre in the area, but most importantly, as the plaque says – it commemorates – or marks - Christian Witness, as do the other five Methodist Churches in Hackney. 
Ian Rathbone

Churches Together in Hackney

Following the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity last January, a Churches Together in Hackney Steering Group has been formed and started to look at taking forward the agenda that people from across the denominations in Hackney have asked for.

That includes running a more substantial Civic Carol Service this year, establishing a regular prayer for Hackney session, explore some ideas of meetings for single people, and encouraging more church members to sign up to the CTiH WhatsApp group and the three social media channels of Churches Together in Hackney. Someone is looking into setting up a website for churches in Hackney.

It would be good to have some Methodist representation on the Steering Group.

Please be praying as we continue to explore God’s ministry for all churches in Hackney. Your views and comments always welcome.
Ian Rathbone, Co-ordinator, CTiH.

Greetings from Hackney Night Shelter

We were delighted to hear that our new Prime Minister is intending to prioritise addressing rough sleeping. In the meantime, we continue to provide emergency shelter for twenty homeless people every night.

Shelter Guests – We’ve just been adding up all our numbers and we’re pleased to report that, thanks to all the support we receive, over the past year:
202 people stayed in our shelters; 154+ moved on positively; 42 were able to retain or secure paid employment.

Finding affordable move-on accommodation remains the biggest problems but hopefully the new renters rights act will have a positive impact and reduce the number of people becoming homeless in the first place.

Shelter Volunteers – We always need volunteers to help run the shelter, especially during the summer. If you know anyone who might be able to help get involved, please contact volunteer@hackneydoorways.org.uk

‘I felt so safe here, all the volunteers and guests made me feel so welcome. The shelter saved my life and I felt so grateful to have spent time here.’ (Female guest, aged 25).

Date for your diary – Our 2026 Sponsored Sleep Out will be happening on 9th October. Please come and join us for a night under the stars – bring your friends, get folks to sponsor you, hear some stories, have some fun(?) and raise some funds for our work supporting homeless people. 

Mark Palframan (Director, Hackney Doorways)
Hackney Night Shelter, Room 2, The Old School Rooms, 
2 Powerscroft Rd Road, London, E5 0PU.

Sponsored Walk for St Joseph’s Hospice

Since The Great East End Walk began in 2000, thousands of amazing people have taken on our annual sponsored walk, raising over £650,000 for the Hospice. Every pound raised helps us provide compassionate care and support to local people and their families facing life-limiting illnesses across East London.

So this year, will you walk with us?

Whether you choose our family-friendly 3 mile route or our 10 mile challenge, it’s set to be another amazing day, and we’re hoping to see as many of you there as possible.

Date: Sunday 11th October from 9am
Location: 3 or 10 miles around the East End, starting and finishing at St Joseph’s Hospice.
Sponsoring target: £120

	Arrive from 9am to take part in our group warm-up, take photos and visit our glitter station (glitter is optional!). Take in both landmarks and hidden gems around the historic East End and further afield on this self-guided sightseeing walk. Remember someone special with a dedication bib for you to personalise and wear as you walk. Join over 100 other walkers for a day of walking, fundraising and community spirit.

Contact events@stjh.org.uk or call 020 8525 3200 to sign up. There is a registration fee of £18. Each adult registration includes a t-shirt, fundraising pack and finishers medal, plus a dedication bib if you indicate that you are walking in memory of someone.

	


GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations)

On 31st May each year each church and the circuit have to complete a checklist to show how we are complying with GDPR. The Methodist Church is committed to keeping individual people’s personal data safe. This means that we are not in a position to give out information about our members unless the reason is legitimate for the work of the church. Members should not be holding – or passing on – contact details of people within our church congregations unless they have a legitimate reason to do so (Pastoral Visitors/Group leaders/ Stewards/Ministers). Thank you.

Useful Websites
www.methodistlondon.org.uk    	www.methodist.org.uk
www.allwecan.org.uk			www.jointpublicissues.org.uk
www.hackney.gov.uk
Safeguarding 

If you have any concerns regarding the safeguarding of children, young people and vulnerable adults, or if you believe someone is behaving in a way that causes you concern, please speak in confidence to your church or circuit safeguarding officer, or to a minister.

It is very important that the correct people are informed of any concerns you might have. We have a duty of care to safeguard everyone who comes onto our premises.

The Circuit Safeguarding Officer is: Cecilia Eze 

The Church Safeguarding Officers are:

Hackney (Mare Street): Cecilia Eze
Dalston: Pastor David Gyamfi
Stoke Newington: Rose Lall and Esther Adekunle
Clapton (including Clapton Park): Annorah Francis and Eunice Whyte 

The superintendent minister in the circuit is Rev Yangsun Yi on 07521 425494.
Rev Rupert Weekes is a minister working part-time in the circuit. Tel 07875 011003.

The Regional Officer for Safeguarding responsible for the London District is Claire De Stefano 07799 900472.  Please contact anyone listed above, or the Circuit Administrator, Helen Cornick 07736 972202, if you have a safeguarding concern.

The safeguarding training, Creating Safer Space needs to be completed by various role holders, including pastoral visitors within the Hackney and Stoke Newington Circuit. If you have already completed the course, please let Helen Cornick know when this was done. There is a Foundation and Advanced module of the course. The training needs to be completed every 4 years. 



A Litany of Joy and Sorrow

God of joy and sorrow,
who saw that it was good, very good;
who made Sarah laugh in barren old age and Jeremiah weep in prophetic rage;
who can turn mourning into joy and give gladness for sorrow;
who keeps bottles full of tears and fills mouths with laughterand delight;
who offers a man of sorrows, to whom we offer worship with shouts of joy;
blessed be your name.

God of joy and sorrow,
who in Christ Jesus blesses the grieving with comfort and the weeping with laughter;
who wept at Lazarus’ grave and at the city gates of Jerusalem;
who plants the seed of complete joy within;
who was overwhelmed by sorrow in Gethsemane’s garden;
who by Resurrection turns our pain into joy;
blessed be your name.

God of joy and sorrow,
who calls us to share in rejoicing and weeping;
and fills us with all joy and peace in believing;
who for the sake of joy endured the Cross, disregarding its shame;
who will wipe away every tear from our eyes;
who has made known paths of life and fills us with the gladness of divine presence;
blessed be your name, this day and every day. Amen.

 Rev Mark Slaney (President of the Methodist Conference 2026-2027)
  (verse 1 draws on passages from the Old Testament, verse 2 on    
  passages from the Gospels, verse 3 on the rest of the New Testament)
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